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A message from Jan Martin Bang 

Over the winter the ICSA Board has been busy with our first electronic board meeting! This seemed to be a good way to air views about ICSA in between our conferences.  We discussed a number of things, and I would like to sum up the main points for the rest of our members. 

One of the first things that I felt it was important we agree upon was the basic aims and activities of the ICSA. After some editing and suggested changes, we came to agree upon the following “Aims of ICSA”: 

The International Communal Studies Association is a multidisciplinary organization providing a common framework for scholarly exchange regarding communes, ecovillages, cohousing, intentional communities, collective settlements and kibbutzim throughout the world. 

ICSA functions as a clearinghouse for research projects, encourages comparative studies, and maintains a list of communal organizations and individuals active in communal and kibbutz research. 

Many of our members are academics, others are members of communal groups. 

Our practical activities include the distribution of a twice-yearly Bulletin to our members and an international conference every three years in a different venue, open to members and non-members alike. 

We are still looking into the question as to whether we should formally register as an international organization. 

Of course the preparations for the next conference were discussed, and there is a message from Graham Meltzer in this Bulletin, updating everyone.

You may have noticed a new logo at the beginning of this Bulletin, something we are happy about.  Our thanks go to Michal Palgi for getting this organised. We also thanked Anton Marks for his work on the website, which I encourage all of you to check out. 

We shared some thoughts about publishing papers delivered at conferences, but found that without a good deal of additional funding, this would not be possible.

Personally I think it would be nice to be able to select some of the best papers given over the 25 years of ICSA’s existence, and publish them in book form, so if any of our members have access to time and/or money and are fired up by this idea, please get in touch with me! 

I have made some contacts with other organizations that are active in the same field as ICSA. See elsewhere in this Bulletin for details of three of them. This is not a finished task, but a beginning, and we welcome contributions from other members who are in touch with other organizations and groups that might be useful. Networking is something we can all do, together! 

Our accounts are well handled but our finances are partly dependent upon you, the members, renewing your membership from year to year. Please check out the  membership renewal form at the end of this Bulletin. 

I spent some time in Israel during the winter, and managed to get to Yad Tabenkin a couple of times, to meet the International Communes Desk of the Kibbutz Movement, and to meet representatives of the Israeli institutions which support the administrative work of running ICSA. Without them we would not be able to survive as an organization. This also gave me an opportunity to learn more about ICSA and how we function. We are indeed lucky to have such good support, and such a good administrator, Ruth Sobol. 

During the last few months we have seen economic, social and natural disasters in many parts of the world. There is no doubt that we are under stress, and that our planet is under stress. We are in need of renewal, and one of the sources of renewal can be found in the creation of intentional community. These are places where new social forms can be tried and tested. Our work, as activists, as observers and researchers, can contribute to making this world a better place. 

I wish you all a good summer,

With best wishes

Jan Martin Bang

ICSA President 

The 11th ICSA International Conference

Communal Pathways to Sustainable Living: Past, Present and Future

Findhorn Community, 26 - 28 June 2013
Graham Meltzer, Conference Organiser
The 11th ICSA international conference will be held in Findhorn, Scotland at the famous 50 years old, intentional community and ecovillage. Up to 250 communal scholars and community activists from around the world are expected to attend. The conference and associated events will offer a rare opportunity in a unique communal setting to share academic research and lived experience of collective life in intentional communities such as ecovillages, cohousing, communes, kibbutzim, sectarian communities and housing cooperatives.

The conference title and themes focus on the nexus between community and sustainability. At a time of increased public awareness of the human causes of global warming, there is a critical need for information about, and demonstration of, low impact sustainable lifestyles. Historically, many intentional communities developed materially modest lifestyles in small socially cohesive groups, striving for self-sufficiency and exercising stewardship of their land. Modern day ecovillages, of which Findhorn is a prime example, seek to further reduce their ecological impact by technological, social and other means. This conference will showcase sustainable lifestyles within communal settings and offer a wellspring of data, analysis, ideas and applications to inform and inspire those attending.

Conference Themes

Community and sustainability are both rich, multi-faceted concepts, therefore the range of topics and themes which might be addressed at the conference is commensurately broad. Below, is a smorgasbord of possibilities; popular topics will likely become overarching themes for sessions of paper presentations.

a. Communal living: past, present and future
b. What is the nature of a sustainable society?
c. Sustainability through collective endeavour
d. Cohousing and ecovillages as sustainable models
e. Transition Towns as mainstream community action
f. Community glue (cultural, spiritual, ecological etc.)
g. Ritual and celebration in community
h. Building social cohesion within community
i. Education within communal settings
j. Children and youth in community
k. Cultural development in community
l. Personal transformation in community
m. Aging and the elderly in community
n. Co-creation with nature in community
o. Gardens as utopian/communal settings
p. Sustainable architecture within community
q. Family and/or gender in community
r. Community and people with disabilities
s. Decision making in community
t. Issues of power and control in community
u. Grass-roots empowerment via community
v. Community involvement with wider society
w. Community and the Internet
x. Communities and anti-consumerism
y. Alternative / community economics
z. Working with minorities in community
Programme


ICSA conferences are usually preceded or followed by a three-day tour of other communities and historical sites in the region. In 2013 we wish to vary the format and offer, instead, an opportunity for participants to fully immerse themselves in the culture and practice of the Findhorn Foundation and community via a three-day Experience ‘Week’. Experience Week is the programme we offer to first-time guests. Most participants find it a poignant, heart-opening and, in some cases, life-changing experience.

The planned programme of events is as follows:
Saturday June 22nd – Monday June 24th: 3-day Experience ‘Week’ (optional)
Tuesday June 25th: Rest day and/or (optional) short tours
Wednesday June 26th – Friday June 28th: Conference

The one-day tours could include (depending on the level of interest):
· Camp Hill, Aberdeen: an inspiring intentional community (2 hours each way by coach)
· New Lanark, near Glasgow: a famous historical site (5 hours each way by coach)
· The Highlands: Loch Ness, Eileen Doonan Castle, Ulapool (8 hours round trip)
· Whisky Trail: a tour of one or more local distilleries (6 hours round trip)
· Orkney Islands (12 hours round trip by bus, coach and ferry)
· The Park, Findhorn: a walking tour of the ecovillage (2. hours)
In the spirit of ICSA, the conference will cater for both researchers wishing to present scholarly papers and communards seeking to gather with like-minded souls to share ideas, experiences and inspiration. The programme will therefore include, in roughly equal measure, paper presentations and participatory workshops. We also plan much celebratory activity – song, dance, storytelling, performance etc. We hope that considerable cross pollination will occur amongst participants to help create a rich and memorable event.

Please note: The Utopian Studies Society (USS) will hold its 2013 annual conference at New Lanark (near Glasgow) immediately following this ICSA conference, for the convenience of those wishing to attend both events.

Costs 


Costs are likely to be in the region of:
Conference plus Experience ‘Week’: £600 (includes accommodation and meals).
Conference only: Residential £350 , Non-residential: £250.
Tours: £5 - £50 per person, dependent on numbers - to cover costs.

Timeline


Mid 2011: Call for papers and presentations
Mid 2012: Deadline for submission of abstracts
End 2012: Notification of acceptance of papers and presentations
15th June 2013: Submission of written papers for inclusion in conference proceedings

Conference website:  http://www.findhorn.org/icsa
Contact: Conference organiser: Dr Graham Meltzer, The Park, Findhorn, UK IV36 3TZ. Email: graham.meltzer@findhorn.org
---------------------------------------

"I would like to invite all of our members to visit our webpage at: 
http://www.ic.org/icsa/ 
The site contains information about the next conference, about past conferences and links to other similar organisations. The site is updated continuously, and will provide you with news about how the next conference is developing between the twice yearly Bulletins. 
Any feedback is welcome. 
With best wishes, Anton Marks, Website administrator."
Networking with other organisations that study community 

Jan Martin Bang

Networking seems to be the current buzzword. Not a bad thing, nature uses a very similar pattern to transfer nutrients and information throughout large and complex ecologies. At our ICSA conferences we meet up with a variety of people who operate in different spheres, and often find ourselves making connections that we later find useful. 

In order to encourage our members who want to carry on networking between conferences, I have collected some details of other organizations that also study aspects of community. Some of our readers are of course familiar with these. 

Communal Studies Association

The Communal Studies Association was founded in 1975. Our mission is: 

· To encourage and facilitate the preservation, restoration, and public interpretation of America’s historic communal sites. 

· To provide a forum for the study of intentional communities, past and present. 

· To communicate to the general public the successful ideas from, and lessons learned by, communal societies. 

We hold annual conferences at historic communal sites, and give awards for a variety of endeavors relating to our field (best publication, service, distinguished scholar, starting scholar, and a research fellowship). Please go to: communalstudies.org for more information on our conferences, awards, and membership.

(From Christian Goodwillie, President of the Communal Studies Association) 

Society for Utopian Studies 

Founded in 1975, The Society for Utopian Studies is an international, interdisciplinary association devoted to the study of utopianism in all its forms, with a particular emphasis on literary and experimental utopias. Scholars representing a wide variety of disciplines are active in the association, and approach utopian studies from such diverse backgrounds as American Studies, Architecture, the Arts, Classics, Cultural Studies, Economics, Engineering, Environmental Studies, Gender Studies, History, Languages and Literatures, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology and Urban Planning.

Although many Society members are involved in social activism or communitarianism, the purpose of the Society itself is to study utopianism rather than to pursue utopian projects.

The Society sponsors an annual scholarly meeting and publishes the journal Utopian Studies and a newsletter, Utopus Discovered, which contains information about upcoming conferences and workshops, and details on publications in the field.

http://www.utoronto.ca/utopia/meetings.html 

(From their website) 

The Utopian Studies Society

The Utopian Studies Society is an interdisciplinary society that aims to co-ordinate and encourage the diverse work currently taking place on the subject of utopianism.

Our members include people researching literature, philosophy, sociology, history, architecture, politics and anthropology.

The Society was established in 1988 by a group of British scholars, following an international conference on utopianism at New Lanark. It was re-launched, following the "Millennium of Utopias" conference at the University of East Anglia in June 1999.

There is no formal membership or subscription. If you would like to be added to our e-mailing list, please send your details to the USS Secretary, Lorna Davidson at lorna.davidson@newlanark.org. 

 (From their website) 

                                          -------------------------------------

New/Renewed Memberships

Daniel Gavron
8 Rishonim Blvd.
Motza Elite, Israel 90820
gavron@netvision.net.il
Urban Communes in Israel – Non-Academic writing on this subject
Andrew Plant,
Milltown Community
Milltown
Arbuthnott
Laurencekirk
Kincardineshire Ab30 lpb
Scotland
Andrew.milltownmail@btconnect.com
COMMUNITIES

Karl König Archive Update
Of course there are the more "dusty" sides to archive work - and plenty of electronics these days! But the main aim of the Karl König Archive - to involve as many people as possible into research on the manifold work of Karl König and to find ways of enlivening real community-building with it - that is an exciting task and led us during last year to the dizzy totals of publishing 8 books, 6 essays in various magazines and two of our regular Newsletters, besides continuously adding to and evolving the website.  There were 27 public lectures and various courses and seminars. And it looks like 2011 is going to keep up with that -  having done 3 exhibitions already (2 weeks in London, 2 in Yorkshire and now 3 in Berlin) as well! Dates are set for Germany, England, Scotland, Finland, Switzerland, USA and Norway. It really seems that there is a thirst for the question how spirituality can penetrate daily life and work, overcoming the barriers of todays loneliness and forced egoism.
 5 exciting books are now on their way:
In English: Communities for Tomorrow, about Karl König and spiritual questions of community building; Becoming Human - a Social Task, a volume of Karl König's lectures to this theme and including an essay about König's social impulse; then in Autumn we will publish König's essays about European personalities who wrestled with materialism At the Threshold to Modern Times - with over 20 biographies ranging from Freud to Gustav Mahler and from Samuel Hahnemann to Robert Owen. This will also come in German. Then the biography of Karl König by Hans Müller-Wiedemann, which has been out of print in German for over 10 years, will be reprinted, but also  published for the first time in Norwegian! It will be launched with a small but special conference in Trondheim in mid-November.
But even more special: There will be a double conference about Metamorphosis starting in August in Southern Germany, where König had his last place of dwelling and finishing in Southern Japan!
Apart from it now being 66 years since the atomic bombs fell on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, there is now the start of a little social-therapeutic community there in Oita, the town where the anti-nuclear protests in Japan started at the time of the Chernobyl catastrophe! And all this we started to plan before the new catastrophe hit Japan! We feel that it is a confirmation of what we are wanting to do there and we are going ahead with planning.
For details of all this excitement please look at our Website:
www.karl-koenig-archive.net
With very best wishes from Berlin, Richard Steel.
Camphill Village Ghent - "Elders in Community"

A new project of the Camphill Movement
Camphill Ghent, formerly ‘the elder care project’ of Camphill Village Copake plans to open its doors in January 2012. Construction is well underway on what will become the largest new venture in the history of Camphill. We expect that by year end 2012, 90+ people will be living on the land of 100 Acre Farm, Ghent, New York with an additional 50 employees from the area. The financing and organisation for the startup phase of Camphill Ghent is more than a major task!

Since 2006 both entities have moved through a series of generative and transformational processes which are just beginning to reveal their first shoots. While Camphill Ghent has been gestated through this period, Copake (a 50 year old life sharing community with people with special needs) has itself been through a  review of how the community’s development will be focused and working at a Master Plan of the physical infrastructure and land development needs for the next 20 years. Copake’s Master Plan can also seem inhibiting. But we do not wish now to dwell on the dramatic dimentions of these processes, rather than to point towards the considerable spiritual responsibility these co-evolving communities are willing to shoulder. For only when the tremendous pressure of raising necessary funds is overcome does the more weighty responsibility dawn – how to fill this volume of capital with the intentions of Camphill – in the 21st century.

How is it possible that at the close of more than a decade in which mature Camphill places have encountered considerably more contraction, conflict and challenge than they have new growth, expansion and pioneering, that Copake and Ghent can dare to undertake new developments at this level? This article doesn’t attempt a direct answer but will present a few of the active threads.
A brief chronology
Copake opened its first two care houses for more frail villagers (maily special needs residents becoming old, but also elder co-workers)  in 1994. Today there are three large care houses in the village. From 2006 a focused effort has unfolded to move this impulse forward – and potentially to free it up, fully or partially, from the village. Early discussions focused on developing a philosophy of care for an elder community. However, by late 2007 a critical recognition had dawned on the elder care group; making this manifest would only be possible through association.
To find a way forward needed other voices, friends and locals as keen as the group itself. At the August 2007 “financial summit” with groups such as the E.F. Schumacher Society, Rudolf Steiner Social Finance and the Hawthorne Valley Farm Association, the founding group was challenged to consider whether they actually had the abilities necessary to move forward.  They looked to us and asked: ‘Can you take the first step’?”  Within an associative model the group had to find the strength to be its own motor and to stand for the Camphill side of the birthing process. How convenient that a banker and venture capitalist, long familiar with anthroposophy, whose job had been to help new firms get started, had arrived and joined the group. He brought knowledge of ‘the how’, in terms of finance, political and management savvy, which enabled the initiative to move into a more action oriented phase.
Spiritual Themes
A series of seven ‘Pioneer’ retreats and workshops accompanied the accelerating outer developments, beginning in November 2008. Below are a few of the key elements from this spiritually active phase of the birthing process.

· Envisioning, the arts, and a common experience of a being above us - something asks to be born 

· A culture of the free spiritual life as opposed to a culture of learning or work - a graduate school     of living – what is the vocation of old age?

· The community building process will be different – more consciously co-created, so we   included prospective residents from the outset.  Social imaginations had to be created parallel to architectural imaginations.

· A series of workshops focusing on future social forms for Ghent, looking through the lens of 3 fold social life.  The elders validated the picture of moving away from a traditional Camphill  village house model.  

· How do we move from moral imagination to moral technique; to look at how Camphill in this geography can embrace this phase of life? The "Motto of  Social Ethics" has been a consistent and powerful element – especially its quality of working to bring disparate forces together.

In 1964 Karl König gave a series of lectures on the theme of community building.  Referring to Rudolf Steiner’s last lecture in Berlin in 1923, he quotes that it is architecture that brings about community.  Koenig took this up in describing the form of the Castle Karlstein near Prague. Built by the Emperor Charles IV in the mid-14th century, it has a threefold structure, set as it is on the side of a steep wooded valley so that each of its three main buildings climbs higher than the last.  On the lowest level was the Imperial Palace for the practical and administrative affairs of State.  The middle building, the Lady Chapel, was where Charles IV slept and had his personal prayer space.  Highest is the Chapel of the Holy Cross, the holy of holies with paintings of saints and martyrs.  König characterized these as representing through architecture community of body, soul and spirit.
Amazingly the physical layout of the buildings at Camphill Ghent can be seen in a similar light.  At the bottom of the property we come to the renovated Barn; it will house administration and medical offices; food storage and technical rooms.  The middle buildings are the independent living spaces. Here active retired men and women will be in many ways the Soul of the community, providing culture and activities, moving in and out like the bloodstream carrying warmth and interest in the whole.  At the top are the Adult Homes - the care houses.  Here the Spirit will be nourished.  Here the religious Services will be celebrated and the individual supported towards the threshold.
When we see the threefold imprint in this way we can have a high hope that this new community will be in some way an expression of the Rosicrucian stream out of which it flows. Listening to the early biography of Camphill Ghent, the theme of bridging inner and outer has a strong profile; spirit and matter, aligning with partners, engaging with confidence in modern finance, major government programs and politics, while holding to a vision for community focused on accompanying souls to the threshold.
Two villages
The aging of villagers and the search for new social forms to carry this has been one important catalyst for Copake village to take up its master plan and strategic planning noted earlier. The ever growing focus on care for the frail has brought new knowledge and capacities to the village, while also bearing an element of strain. It has been harder to maintain the central focus of the village as a place of work, where villagers are enabled to express their destinies through the medium of work. The aging villager and the new community at Ghent bring a developmental possibility, an opportunity for a more conscious re-balancing. Not a return to the past but part of a doorway into the 21st century Camphill village.
A few key impulses for Copake’s development are worth mentioning to close. There has been a tremendous, mostly unplanned, upwelling of biodynamic activity. Turtle Tree Seeds provides year round work as a growing year round small business with more than 2000 clients in North America. Two strong farmers guide the hand milking, raw milk dairy and a major new greenhouse expands the garden work. Our Healing Plant garden remains a sacred place in the etheric geography of New England and the workshop continually renews and expands its product offerings, providing year round work for many. 
 The Master Plan includes a very significant re-building and re-ordering so that the craft impulse can meet a new generation’s needs. Finally, Copake village now includes an especially vibrant four year, fully accredited Social Therapy seminar, resulting in a BA degree for those interested.
The ‘active’ retired coworkers who move to Camphill Ghent – are they action learners for how Camphill will be different in the next 50 years? What is their role – what is the vocation of old age?   The coworkers and younger residents who arrive at this time – what do they want to bring forth that is new? We are one in a birthing process of new Camphill development, for on the other side of the threshold Camphill is very, very young.
Gregg Davis and Penelope Baring

                                         ----------------------------------------------
Twin Oaks Community

Expanding the Movement:
In rural Louisa country, Virginia, USA, there are currently 3 income- 
sharing communities: Twin Oaks (43 years), Acorn (16 years, an off- 
shoot of Twin Oaks), and Little Flower Catholic Worker (15 years or 
so). In late 2010, land was acquired for the fourth--Living Energy 
Farm. This community will have a twist--it is a so-called "Dark 
Green" Ecovillage, one that uses no fossil fuels to power itself.  
A pioneering group of 7 current Oakers, Acorners and one ex-member
are the organizing group behind this. We have 51 hectares (127 acres)
and a lot of vision.  We're still forming, and focussing on
development and fund-raising at this stage. Our overall description:
Living Energy Farm is a project to build a community and
environmental education center in central Virginia. Employing both
very old and new technologies, LEF will demonstrate that it is
possible to live a healthy joyful life without the use of any fossil
fuel.  LEF will incorporate organic gardening, draft animals, green
building with low-tech and local materials, solar water and space
heating, solar electricity, woodgas, biogas, composting toilets,
greywater systems, etc. <http://www.livingenergyfarm.org
<http://www.livingenergyfarm.org/> >.
We are a "Community-In-Dialogue" with the Federation of Egalitarian
Communities, and will send a representative to the FEC's semi-annual
meeting this spring.
We are also interested in networking with other communities or 
ecovillages who share this value of living without fossil fuels. I 
would be pleased to receive any information about other such groups. 
Submitted by Valerie Renwick   valerie@twinoaks.org
             ------------------------------------------------
Ecovillage of Sieben Linden

Dear friends interested in community issues,


We are very happy to inform you that the ecovillage of Sieben Linden is organising and offering several funded trainings for adult education in 2011:
· Green Building for sustainable living
- Creating holistic learning experiences and teaching sustainabilty - June 5-12th, 2011
· Singing, Rhythm and Dance
- as tools to create learning environments - July 8-15th, 2011
· Ecovillage Design Education 
- Training for Sustainability, Training of Trainers Sept.11th, 2011 
You will find detailed information on our seminars and how to apply for the grants on the related websites, see:
        http://siebenlinden.de/minservicestrainings.html
More Information on our training

Green Building for sustainable living - 
Creating holistic learning experiences and teaching sustainabilty - June, 5-12th, 2011


· For further details see: http://siebenlinden.de/greensolutions.html
Singing, Rhythm and Dance 
as tools to create effective learning environments - July 8th-15th, 2011


· For further details see: http://siebenlinden.de/singing.html
Ecovillage Design Education
- Training for Sustainability, Training of Trainers - Aug. 12th 11th, 2011 


This course addresses people that are looking for a meaningful perspective in life and work; specialists that want to deepen their knowledge; people from developing countries who are actively working for a change. One third of the participants will come from southern countries, mainly Africa. Experts will share actual knowledge and insights about the design of sustainable projects from different perspectives. Together we will deepen our perception of a connected world and we will create and start projects for a future worth living.
Goals of this course include:
empowering and enabling activists and specialists
� passing on design skills for effective projects
� working in urban and rural environments
� restoring nature and building community on our planet
� building global consciousness for local action
For further details see: http://siebenlinden.de/ede2011.html
Residents of European countries except Germany, working in adult education, 
can apply for a grant by the EU (Lifelong Learning Programm). See:
http://siebenlinden.de/minservicestrainings.html
Bundagen Community, NSW, AustraliaOUR COMMUNITY
Bundagen is an intentional community established in August 1981 with three guiding principles: social harmony; environmental responsibility; and economic independence. We are a rural land sharing co-operative and wildlife sanctuary. We see our community as having essentially a caretaker role for this piece of coastal land and aim to create only low impact development. Regeneration of native vegetation in environmentally fragile areas is a focus, as is an emphasis on organic gardening.
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  THE LAND
Bundagen Co-operative owns and manages a total of 313 hectares of private property on the mid-north coast of NSW. Bongil Bongil National Park forms all our boundaries including a headland and ocean beach. Bundagaree Creek runs through part of the land and we have two freshwater lakes. A percentage of our land has high environmental value, approx 50% of which is protected and managed under a formal Conservation Agreement. Our land sits within the Gumbaingirr nation.

About us
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THE PEOPLE
There are approximately 180 members, of whom about 110, with their children, are living in the twelve village areas. Bundagen is independent of mains water, sewerage and electricity. We rely on dams and rain-water tanks and use alternative technology, such as solar power and composting toilets. All residents pay a weekly levy which finances the community’s needs including shared equipment such as a tractor and fire tanker. As well, we have a library, food co-op, meditation space and community house where a café is held each week. Villages each have their own areas of interest; some share a common bathroom, gardens, mowers, trailers or water pumps. Apart from meetings and regular working bees, café and the beach, members come together to play volleyball or soccer, for yoga, chi gong or to sing, play music, or to meditate. We have an active weeding group and land care projects underway. There is also a playschool in the renovated dairy bails where our youngest residents get together each week. Older members now meet to plan for ‘The Last Resort’.

DECISION MAKING
Decision-making is made on the land. We aim at  reaching consensus but have our own form of modified consensus. We have monthly community meetings, which deal with everyday matters, and four general meetings a year to address major concerns. Bundagen newsletters keep members informed of our evolving agreements, topics of debate and all hatches, matches and dispatches. A group of fifteen annually elected co-ordinators, meet monthly and take responsibility for specific areas of administration such as secretarial, treasury, legal liaison, environment, membership, building, fire, water, roads etc.

 MEMBERSHIP
Each member, whether resident or non-resident, has an equal parcel of shares in the Co-operative. Membership gives the individual access to the land and a voice in decision- making. The right to build and reside on the land is decided by community agreement. Our legal structure, as a rural co-operative, means that the community owns all improvements on the land rather than individuals holding freehold title.

                          MEMBERSHIP IN BUNDAGEN IS CLOSED
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EVENTS
Bundagen Community

Intentional Communities Conference:

Celebrating the Past, Embracing the Future

23rd-25th September 2011 
You are invited to Bundagen to share experiences and knowledge, to discuss areas of common interest and to network.
Beyond talking there will be music, dancing and maybe a concert or skit night with different communities performing. There will be morning yoga sessions, some kids activities, volleyball and an art exhibition as well as great dinners and interesting speakers. Following the conference, we have organised a few days of further community related activities. 

Registration fee of  $100 per adult will include the community camping fee.
We invite your expressions of interest, by email, so we can find out what you would like to be involved in  (perhaps a panel or an amazing act for skit night). Our webpage has more information.

www.bundagen.com.au
email: conference@bundagen.com.au
COMMUNAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION 2011 CONFERENCE
“Community in the Margins”
29.9.11 – 1.10.11
Shaker Village, South Union, Auburn, Kentucky, USA
CSA Office:  info@communalstudies.org
POB 122, Amana, Iowa 52203, USA
------------------------------------------------------------------------
[image: image14.png]POSTAL ADDRESS:
SERGIO MECHI
VIA MONTISONI 11
50012 ANTELLA-FI

CoLLETTIVO
LIBERTARIO Al acoRess:

FIORENTINO collibfi@hotmail.com





The Collettivo Libertario Fiorentino is organizing the 5th edition of the “International Anarchist and Libertarian Book Fair” in Florence on October 7-8-9 2011 at the Saschall Theatre – Via F. De André & Lungarno Aldo Moro).
This international Book Fair has been organized around a series of cultural and artistic events. There will be presentations of works, publications, and cultural products from the libertarian field, without limit and including initiatives proposed by the Collettivo Libertario Fiorentino as well as those by other participants. These activities will support the press in all its versions and manifestations, and to this end the presentation and debate of new titles and presentations of audio, video and performance materials, all from the anarchist and libertarian areas, will be of fundamental importance. The latest and most significant works will be presented by authors and/or editors. The C.L.F. asks all those interested to reply in as short a time as possible, in order to have time to define practical ways of participating and being present, and to plan for adequate spaces and times so that the event will be a success. As far as possible we request interested parties to contact us directly for best organisation and eva;uation of their productions.
For those who cannot be present at their own stands or sectors, there will be mixed areas organized by the C.L.F.
The Saschall Theatre and its equipped spaces are easy to reach by public and private  transport and the C.L.F. will also provide all the necessary logistics.
,
Best libertarian wishes, 

Collettivo Libertario Fiorentino
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We kindly invite you to participate in our programme Design for Sustainability- Training of Trainers which will be offered in Scotland for GRUNDTVIG grant holders and other interested adult-trainers:

1. COURSE:
Title: Design for Sustainability- Training of Trainers
Reference Number: UK-2011-1376-001.
Session Dates 1-28 October 2011

Working Language:
English

For more information:
Insert the Courses' Reference Number UK-2011-1376-001 in the first fill-in box at the Comenius/Grundtvig Training Database here
or contact sustedu@findhorn.org

The programme draws on the experience and expertise developed in a network of some of the most successful ecovillages and community projects across the Earth.

                                             --------------------------------------
Gaia Education Design for Sustainability - Training of Trainers Incorporating Transition Towns Training  1 October - 29 October 2011       Findhorn Ecovillage, Scotland Presented by the Findhorn Foundation in partnership with Gaia Educationand Global Ecovillage Network 

A Training of Trainers programme based on the four core pillars of the Ecovillage Design Curriculum: the social, economic, ecological and worldview dimensions of sustainability.  The curriculum draws on the experience and expertise developed in a network of some of the most sucessful ecovillages and community projects across the Earth. 
Grundtvig, as part of their Lifelong Learning Programme will support successful candidates from all European countries (except within the UK) to participate in Design for Sustainability - Training of Trainers month long programme at theFindhorn Foundation in Scotland in 2011.
If you want to apply for financial support to attend this course then follow the steps below:

Find your National Agency to apply directly to them (UK nationals cannot apply to Grundtvig for this programme)On your National Agencies website there will be a link "How to apply", go here and look for "In Service Training".Find the "In Service Training (IST)" Application Form either online or email them asking for it.  Also ask them for the deadlines for applying for this course as each National Agency has different deadlines. You can start applying now and it should be ok to send in applications even for September deadlines, but please check with your National Agency.The course you are applying for is Design for Sustainability - Training of Trainers. The reference number is: UK/2010/1169/001Your National Agency will provide Guidance for filling out the form, but it should be straight-forward. The funds are not limited but whether your application is successful depends on the quality of your application 
For more information go to http://www.grundtvig.org.uk
Or call 0845 199 1919

Module details:
Social Design – Week 1:  Oct 1 – 7 Building Community & Embracing
Diversity; Communication and feed-back, Decision-Making and
Facilitation Skills; Conflict Facilitation; Personal Empowerment and Leadership;
Celebrating Life: Creativity and Art

Economic Design – Week 2:  Oct 8 - 14 Shifting the Global Economy to
Sustainability; How Money Works: Community Banks and Currencies; Right
Livelihood; Social Enterprise- Nurturing Local Economies; Legal and
Financial Issues

Ecological Design – Week 3:  Oct 15 - 21 Whole Systems Approach to
Ecological Design; Appropriate Technology: Water; Organic Agriculture and
Local Food; Appropriate Technology: Energy; Green Building & Retrofitting

Worldview – Week 4:  Oct 22 - 28 Holistic Worldview, Listening to and
Reconnecting with Nature; Awakening & Transformation of Consciousness;
Personal Health & Planetary Health; Socially Engaged Spirituality and
Transition Training

Gaia Education Ecovillage Design Curriculum - an official contribution to the United Nations  Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 2005-2014 Facilitated by:  Pracha Hutanuwatr - Director, Wongsanit Ashram, Thailand May East - Director, Gaia Education  Jonathan Dawson - Senior Lecturer, Findhorn College   Michael Shaw - Director, Ecovillage International and  Findhorn Ecovillage experts


For more information please visit our website
http://www.findhorn.org/programmes/programme353.php
or contact: sustedu@findhorn.org
For bookingsPlease contact: bookings@findhorn.org Booking Form: https://www.findhorn.org/GDSapplication2010.php 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF KIBBUTZ LIFE
A Century of Crises and Reinvention
Michal Palgi, Editor Shulamit Reinharz, Editor 
Price: $59.95
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ISBN: 978-1-4128-4229-7
Pages: 350
Binding: Hardcover
Publication Date: 07-01-2011
Transaction Publishers  www.transactionpub.com, or call toll-free (888)999-6778 (in the USA) or (732) 445-1245
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Description
The years 1909-2009 mark a century of kibbutz life—one hundred years of achievements, failures, and challenges. It is undeniable that the impact of kibbutzim on Israeli society has been substantial. During its one hundred years of existence, the kibbutz as a concept and as a reality underwent many changes, as did Israel as a whole both before its establishment in 1948 and since then.
One Hundred Years of Kibbutz Life describes a host of changes that have occurred and describes their meaning. The kibbutz population has increased in terms of demography and capital, a point that frequently is overlooked in the debate about the institution’s viability. The kibbutz has become a very attractive place for young people who want community life. Like the founders who tried to establish a particular society grounded in certain principles, so too, newcomers to the kibbutz want to establish a new idealistic society with specific social and economic arrangements.
The combined voices of the contributors to this volume discuss the ideals, hopes, frustrations, disappointments, and reconstruction efforts that brought a few solutions to the fading kibbutz ideals. These solutions are not always popular among kibbutz members, but they demonstrate growth and development of the kibbutz. Through the inclusion of a variety of studies, this book clarifies the role of this dynamic institution.
About the Editors:
Michal Palgi, a professor of organizational sociology and kibbutz member, is the chair of the graduate program in organizational development and consulting at the Emek Yezreel College in Israel and a senior researcher at the Institute for Research of the Kibbutz and the Cooperative Idea at the University of Haifa.
Shulamit Reinharz is Jacob Potofsky Professor of Sociology; founding director, Women’s Studies Research Center; and founding director, Hadassah-Brandeis Institute, all at Brandeis University, USA.  Some of her works include The Jgirl’s Guide, American Jewish Women and the Zionist Enterprise, On Becoming a Social Scientist and Observing the Observer.
                                                            --------------------------------------
Where Community Happens
The Kibbutz and the Philosophy of Communalism
Henry Near
Peter Lang Publishers
Series: Ralahine Utopian Studies – Volume 9
Oxford, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main, New York, Wien, 2011, XVlll, 238 pp.
In reaction to the spread of globalization, recent years have seen considerable growth in the number of intentional communities established across the world. In this collection of articles and lectures, many of them previously unpublished in English, the author analyzes various aspects of the philosophy of the kibbutz and draws parallels with other societies and philosophical trends, in the hope that a close look at the ways of thought of the kibbutz - arguably the best-established communalist society - may help other communalists crystallize their own social philosophies. Utopian thought and communal experience are brought to life through the extensive use of the voices of some of the most influential thinkers and kibbutz members of the past hundred years, including Martin Buber and David Ben Gurion. 

About the author
Henry Near was born in England, and has a BA and MA in philosophy and ancient history from the University of Oxford. In 1955 he emigrated to Israel, and since then has been a member of Kibbutz Beit Ha'emek in Western Galilee. After a decade of agricultural work he began an academic career with a PhD in political science and the history of Israel from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He has taught at the Hebrew University, the University of Haifa and Oranim College, and is currently an Emeritus Professor. His research and teaching have focused mainly on the history of modern Israel, and in particular on the history and ideology of the kibbutz. 

More details about the book can be obtained from the website of Peter Lang Publishers:  www.peterlang.com
DISCOVERING CAMPHILL
NEW PERSPECTIVES, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENTS
Robin Jackson (Editor) Floris Books: Edinburgh 
Publication Date: 21 April 2011
This important book brings together research from scholars and experts in a variety of disciplines to explore a broad range of issues which affect Camphill life.  The essays examine social, political and educational topics as diverse as spiritual needs, residential childcare, disabled identity, working with autistic children and the development of Camphill communities around the world.
The lack of easily accessible literature about Camphill communities has contributed to a common and unjustified perception of Camphill as ‘closed’ communities which have little interest in communicating with the ‘outside world’.  Some influential officials and practitioners who determine education and social-work policy and practice still know little or nothing about Camphill, which increases the risk of misunderstanding and threatens the future of Camphill communities.  This book seeks not only to bridge that gap, but to demonstrate to a wider audience the unique and inspiring qualities of Camphill communities.
This book is essential reading for anyone with an interest in the provision of services for children and adults with special needs.
About the Author
Robin Jackson was a lecturer at Aberdeen College of Education before becoming Principal Lecturer in Special Education at King Alfred’s College, Winchester and Principal of Linn Moor Special School in Aberdeen.  He has worked with Camphill for many years, including as a Development and Training Co-ordinator, and is currently a consultant to Camphill Rudolf Steiner Schools in Aberdeen.  He edited Holistic Special Education:  Camphill Principes and Practice (2006) and wrote Hermann Gross: Art and Soul (2008), both published by Floris Books.
Further details of the book can be obtained from the Floris Books website:  www.florisbooks.co.uk 
                             ------------------------------------

From Martin & Burgel Johnson, Maple Ridge Community

Dear friends,
I would like to let you know that our second book in Hebrew is now available as a free downloadable e-book on our website http://www.ploughbooks.co.uk/hebrew/index.html
We hope to have it on our general Plough.com website in the near future.   We are happy with this addition to our list of eBooks and hope it will interest our friends.
We greet you all and  hope we can see some of you soon
Martin and Burgel
Maple Ridge Community

Ulster Park NY
p.s.  The C.A.L.L. magazine No. 33 Winter 2010/2011 can be seen on the web at  http://www.communa.org.il/e-call.htm .   It contains many remarkable articles for those who do not subscribe to it.  These include several items related to our “Bruderhof” history in relation to Nazi Germany etc.  We do hope you will read them when they become available  if you have not seen the print copy yet – well worth subscribing to!!
                                             --------------------------------------------
Communes and Intentional Communities in the Second Half of the 20th Century  

Yaacov Oved

Yad Tabenkin, Israel, 2009 (Hebrew)

For further information: www.yadtabenkin.org.il     yadtabmaz@bezeqint.net
The book has been translated into Spanish and will be published in Argentina during 2012.  This book is now being translated into English by Professor Henry Near.  Details will appear in future Bulletins.
                               --------------------------------------------------

 Publications Received                                         
The Bee Hive, Nov, Dec 2010, Jan, Feb, Mar 2011
Fox Hill Academy
151 Bowne Drive,
Walden, NY 12586, USA
Editrice A, 356, 357, 358, 359, 360, 361
Cas. Post 17120, MI 67, 20128 Milan, MI Italy
arivista@tin.it;  www.arivista.org
Revista Iberoamericana de Autogestion y Accion Comunal
INAUCO   56 – 57, Otono 2010
Director:  Antonio Colomer Viadel
ancovia@urb.upv.es
Universidad Politecnica de Valencia, Valencia, Spain
Springtree Community Newsletter, Dec. 2010
Springtree Community
268 Springtree Lane,
Scottsville, VA 24590 3600, USA
Communities, Life in Cooperative Culture, Winter 2010, Issue # 149
Communities.ic.org
RR1 Box 156
Rutledge, MO 63563, USA
Damanhur Newsletter (Electronic)  Dec 2010, Feb 2011, March 2011, April 2011  Info@damanhur.it
Leaves of the Oaks # 109 (Electronic)
Twin Oaks Community
138 Twin Oaks Road
Louisa, VA 23093  USA
twinoaks@ic.org
                                                      -------------------------------------
MISCELLANEOUS

A Message from Bill Metcalf:
I have some old journals and newsletters which I no longer need but which I would hate to throw out. If you want any of these then let me know and I shall be happy to post them to you or your library.
I have: 
A complete set of Bulletin of the International Communal Studies Association, from #1 (Spring 1987) to #34 (November 2003). 
Kibbutz Trends from #1 (1991) to #19 (Autumn, 1995) and #26 (Summer, 1997). 
Kibbutz Currents #6 (Fall, 1990). 
Kibbutz, by Lewis Zeiden, edited by Barbara Meltz-Kahn & Laura L. Woolf, 1995. 
Kibbutz Studies, #7 (Sept, 1982), #8 (Jan, 1983), #10 (Sept 1983), #13 (April, 1984), #15 (Nov, 1984), #18 (Dec, 1985) to #20 (July, 1986), #22 (Feb, 1987) to #33 (Oct, 1990). 
International Communes Desk "Together" September, 1985 (with a major report and photos about the founding of ICSA). 
International Communes Desk "C.A.L.L." #1 (spring, 1992) to #20 (Summer, 2002), #22 (fall, 2003) to #25 (Spring 2005), and #32 (Summer, 2010). 
I have offered these to the Yad Tabenkin Library, and elsewhere, but can find no-one who would like this material. 
I hate to throw it out but have no more use for it. 
Please let me know if you could use any or all of these items. 
Dr Bill Metcalf, w.metcalf@griffith.edu.au 
International Communal Studies Association
(Communes, International Communities, Collective Settlements and Kibbutz)
Mailing Address:  Yad Tabenkin, Ramat Efal, Ramat Gan 52960, Israel
Tel: ++ 972 3 5344458 (ext 4) Fax ++ 972 3 5345376
Email:  rsoboly-t@bezeqint.net    www.ic.org/icsa
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP FORM

Ruth Sobol
ICSA Office
Yad Tabenkin
Ramat Efal, Ramat Gan 52960, Israel
Please find enclosed my check in the amount of __________ in payment of a new/renewed membership.
                                                              One Year                     Three Years
Israel  Individual                                     IS 25                                  IS 40
Institutional                                             IS 50                                  IS 80
Abroad Individual                                     $25                                    $45
Institutional                                               $45                                    $65
Payment from abroad may be made by check in US dollars or equivalent foreign currency payable to Yad Tabenkin.
Name:     ______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
Email (please print clearly) _________________________________________
Topic of Research / Interest _________________________________________
Payments will be confirmed by email and a receipt will be sent by airmail.
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